
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Warrens, WI 

9:15 AM Worship Service via Facebook 

Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020 
 

Service Theme: Thank you for taking the time to hear God’s Word with us. Please use this outline 
to participate in the livestream or recording of this service. Check out the end of this outline for 
St. Matthew’s announcements … On the original Palm Sunday, not long after Jesus raised 
Lazarus from the dead, the excitement from that miracle was still buzzing in the communities 
around Jerusalem. As Jesus began the week of Passover by parading into the city, many people 
thought that the King of Israel has come to claim His rightful throne. The King certainly did come, 
but not to occupy a position of earthly power. Jesus came for His passion, His suffering and death 
in our place. God bless you as you fix your eyes on Jesus this Holy Week and beyond! 

 
Pre-Service Music 

 
“Narthex Time” 

 
We Sing: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” (public domain) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Invocation – We Call Upon God’s Name: (Matthew 28:19) 
 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  



Opening Psalm: (Psalm 24:7-10; refrain, Psalm 118:26) 
 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD! 
We bless You from the house of the LORD. 
 

Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in. 
 

Who is this King of glory? 
The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! 
 

Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in. 
 

Who is this King of glory? 
The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory! 
 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD! 
We bless You from the house of the LORD. 

 
Palm Sunday Gospel: John 12:12-19 
 

12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying 
out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of 
Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!” 

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, 
then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done 
to him.17 The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and 
raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went 
to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one 
another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
Prayer of the Day: 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon 
Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow 
the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His 
resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

4The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to 
sustain with a word him who is weary. 
Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. 
5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. 
6I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 
I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 
7But the Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set 
my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
8He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 



Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 

New Testament Reading: Philippians 2:5–11 

 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but 
made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 
Passion Gospel: Matthew 27:11–66 

 11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12But when he was accused by 
the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not 
hear how many things they testify against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even 
to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any 
one prisoner whom they wanted. 16And they had then a notorious prisoner called 
Barabbas. 17So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to 
release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out 
of envy that they had delivered him up. 19Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have 
suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders 
persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again said 
to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, 
“Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” 
They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But 
they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 
 24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent 
of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25And all the people answered, “His blood be 
on us and on our children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged 
Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 
 27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, 
and they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28And they stripped him and put a 
scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and 
put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, 
King of the Jews!” 30And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the 
head. 31And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own 
clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 
 32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They 
compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha 
(which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but 
when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided 
his garments among them by casting lots. 36Then they sat down and kept watch over 



him there. 37And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is 
Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the 
right and one on the left. 39And those who passed by derided him, wagging their 
heads 40and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41So also the chief 
priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot 
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will 
believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he 
said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled 
him in the same way. 
 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth 
hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47And some of 
the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at once 
ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to 
drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50And 
Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 
 51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And 
the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many 
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53and coming out of the tombs 
after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54When the 
centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake 
and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 
 55There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had 
followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, 56among whom were Mary Magdalene 
and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 
 57When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, 
who also was a disciple of Jesus. 58He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 
Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in 
a clean linen shroud 60and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And 
he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 
 62Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, 
while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64Therefore order the tomb to be 
made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the 
people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the 
first.” 65Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you 
can.” 66So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a 
guard.   

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
Born of the virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven, And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  



 
 
We Sing: “No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
Tune: Public domain 



 
 

Sermon: “The Parade and the Passion” 

 
We Sing: “Lift High the Cross” (We sing stanzas 1, 4, & 6) 
 

 

 

 

 
  

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

  
6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 

Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
Text (sts. ref-s–5s): © 1991 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

 
 

We Confess Our Sins: 
 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as 
His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking 
His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:  God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 



 
 
Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism, You declared us to be Your children and 
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins 
and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously 
receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 

Prayers for Ourselves and our Neighbors 

 
The Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction: 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.  

 
We Sing: “In Christ Alone”  

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 

In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 

There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

(Verse 4 – next page) 

 



No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

CCLI Song #3350395  CCLI License #20094925 
Lyrics and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 
2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 
Verbal Announcements (see details below) 

 
Sending: 
 

 Go in peace to grow in Christ.  
 Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Announcements: 
 

 

Bible Study Today for All Ages:  We will take a brief break after the livestream of this service. 
Pastor Kory will start a new Facebook livestream from 10:30-11:15 a.m. to offer a time of Bible 
study and prayer for all ages. We will continue to talk about prayer – Jesus’ prayers and ours.   
 
Instructions on Offerings:  If you would like a copy of St. Matthew’s automatic withdrawal form, 
please email stmatthewwarrens@gmail.com. To send your offering through the mail, please mail 
checks to St. Matthew Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 432, Tomah, WI 54660. Thank you for your 
continued support of the ministry of St. Matthew, even during these challenging times! 
 
E-Giving:  We will be introducing an E-Giving option from Concordia Technology Solutions this 
week. E-Giving will make it possible to contribute offerings from your computer, phone, or by text 
message, either on a recurring basis or as one-time gifts. Please make use of this new resource. 
 
Ignite Youth Group is meeting via Zoom Meeting technology on Wednesday evenings at 7:15 
p.m., and 7th & 8th Grade Catechism Class is gathering by Zoom on Thursday evenings at 6:30 
p.m. Please contact the church office for information about participating.  
 
Ministry by Mail: We have received a $250 grant from Thrivent Financial for Ministry by Mail. If 
you or a loved one would like to receive Portals of Prayer or other devotional resources through 
the mail, please contact Pastor Kory at pastorkory.stmatthew@gmail.com.  
 
Upcoming Worship Services Streamed & Recorded on Facebook: 

- Wednesday, April 8 – NO SERVICE 
- Thursday, April 9 – 6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service 
- Friday, April 10 – 6:30 p.m. Good Friday Service 
- Sunday, April 11 – 9:15 a.m. Easter Service 
- Wednesday, April 15 – NO SERVICE 
- Sunday, April 19 – 9:15 a.m. Service & 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 
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